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tersecting, as it were, each other, and having a certain
territory in common; and in many cases we do not
know the exact boundaries of each, as again we do not
know the minute details of those facts which are as-
cribed by their reporters to a miraculous agency. For
instance, faith may sometimes be a natural cause of
recovery from sickness, sometimes a miraculous instru-
ment ; the application of oil may be a mere expedient
of medical art, or parallel to the application of water
in Baptism. The Martyrs have before now found red-
hot iron, on its second application, even grateful to
their seared limbs; on the other hand, cases of a similar
kind are said to have occurred where religion was not
in question, and where a divine interposition cannot
be conjectured. Sudden storms and as sudden calms
on the lake of Gennesareth might be of common occur-
rence ; yet the particular circumstances under which
the waters were quieted at our Lord's word may have
been sufficient to convince beholders that it was a
miracle. The Red Sea may have been ordinarily
exposed to the influence of the East Wind, and never-
theless the separation of its waters, as described in
the Book of Exodus, may have required a super-
natural influence. In these and numberless other
instances men will systematize facts in their own
way, according to their knowledge, opinions, and
wishes, as they are used to do in all matters which
come before them; and they will refer them to